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SCLARC shines a spotlight on the 
life-changing legislation introduced by 
Frank D. Lanterman (above).  We are 
proud of our rich legacy and the one-
of-a-kind service system that helps 
people with special needs live their 
most vibrant lives. 

by desiree boykin 
sclarc consumer advocate 

 
    What did many medical practitioners suggest to parents of 
developmentally disabled children 50 years ago? “Place them in state 
hospitals,” doctors would urge. After placements were done, many parents 
found the conditions and treatment in state hospitals was exceptionally 
poor. They organized an effort for resources to be developed so they 
could keep their children at home. They voiced their concerns to California 
legislators and fought for services in the community. 
    Assembly Bill 691 was signed in 1965 by California Governor Edmond 
G. (Pat) Brown, father of the state’s current governor. The bill ultimately 
led to the formation of today’s regional center system. Initially, two pilot 
regional centers were authorized for persons with intellectual disabilities. 
The supervising agency was the Department of Public Health. 
    In 1969, Assemblyman Frank D. Lanterman introduced AB255 to 
extend regional centers statewide. And on September 20, 2016, South 
Central Los Angeles Regional Center  (SCLARC) celebrated 50 years of 
the Lanternman Act.  The speakers for this event were Mireya Romero, 
SCLARC Parent Navigator who presented remarks from the parent’s 
outlook.  Illona Hendricks, a long-time residential provider and John 
Menchaca, President and CEO of El ARCA, talked about what conditions 
were like for people with special needs, and their families before the 
Lanterman Act was passed. Ascary Navarro, Secretary of SCLARC’s 
Consumer Advisory Committee (CAC) spoke on what the Lanterman Act 
means to him as a person who receives services and SCLARC’s 
Executive Director Dexter Henderson gave the closing remarks. 

continued on page 10 
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the early days—Above, sclarc consumers enjoy halloween festivities 
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HELP SCLARC DECK


 OUR  HALLS
! Announcing 
 SCLARC’s 1st Holiday 
Ornament Contest!

Winning entries will be placed on 
SCLARC’s Christmas tree in the lobby 

of our new offices, Legacy Plaza.

SCLARC will accept one ornament per vendored program or 
residential facility. Submissions are due to Marsha Mitchell-Bray on 

 Friday, November 18, 2016. For more info, call 213.744.8452 or email 
marshamb@sclarc.org.
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   This year, Assemblywoman Autumn Burke (shown with Family Resource Center (FRC) 
Manager Crystal Smith in the picture second row, left) had the opportunity to visit SCLARC’s 
annual Halloween Trick or Treat Play Date. This special event provides parents with the 
opportunity to network with other parents caring for children with special needs, while giving 
their little ones the chance to participate in the Halloween festivities in a safe environment.  
   Our FRC also offers resources, trainings, workshops and self-advocacy strategies. The FRC 
team members, including Parent Navigator Mireya Romero (pictured above, top row center), 
are knowledgeable and always willing to assist in providing information as requested by our 
families. The REACH Team, headed by Erika Espinoza (pictured right, second row), is ready, 
willing, and able to go out to sites and do assessment screenings. For more information on 
how to connect with the FRC, please contact Crystal Smith at 213.744.8878. 

sclarc’s family resource center hosts its annual 
halloween trick or treatin’ playdate 
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    Anthony Chuc is a  19-year-o ld  senior a t Widney 
High School who is also attending Project  Search—a 
transit ion program—dur ing h is f ina l year o f  h igh 
school.   As a member of  the Class of  2017, Anthony 
is well  l i ked by h is teachers and peers.   He has a 
great a t t i tude about l i fe  despite  many obstacles he 
has had to  overcome.  Anthony never misses  class or 
work;  he is on t ime and a lways well  groomed.   
   St icking to  his dai ly reg imen has been no easy task 
for Anthony. He comes from a single- family home, 
ra ised by h is mother wi th no other fami ly suppor t , 
and they  have had to  move frequent ly.   Nevertheless , 
Anthony cont inues to be respons ib le  for  gett ing to  
school and work on t ime, u t i l i z ing public t rans-
por tat ion. 
  L ike many of  our SCLARC consumers and famil ies,  
Anthony has requi red ass istance not covered through 
purchase of  services standards.  Most recent ly , he 
needed assistance to  meet h is basic needs—food, 
c lo th ing and rent.   Anthony’s service coord inator , 
Peter Griego, he lped Anthony remain stab le  during 
th is very d if f icul t t ime. I t  was only because of the he lp of  Project  Search, Anthony’s ILS 
service provider,  and SCLARC’s Fiscal  Department team members—all o f  whom went 
above and beyond their  regular ef forts—that th is young man wi l l  remain on track to  
graduate in June.    
    “Anthony would l ike to  thank SCLARC and Friends of  SCLARC for the ir  generosity in  
helping him pay rent and purchase food,” sa id  Gr iego.  “Some of my fr iends have a lso 
been generous in providing Anthony w ith  personal  sundries and donat ions to get his hai r 
cut  and wash h is c lo th ing.  He feels loved and supported by his t ransit ion program, and 
by Fr iends of  SCLARC.” 

consumer spotlight--meet anthony chuc 

anthony chuc 

board member spotlight-sherita rogers 
 
    An active member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Sherita Rogers currently works as a Special Education 

teacher with Los Angeles Unified School District.  She has also worked as a long-term substitute teacher for 

both Culver City Unified and Compton Unified School Districts.  Ms. Rogers comes to SCLARC with 

extensive experience advocating for the rights of those with special needs. Her experience includes 

providing direct care for Independent Living Programs where she assisted clients of the Westside Regional 

Center. She hopes to continue to be a dedicated advocate for her community by promoting awareness of 

the rights and needs of SCLARC’s consumers and families. 
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friends of sclarc’s annual golf tournament: a 
day of food, fun and fundraising 

1st Row: (Left Picture) FoS Board President Malcolm Bennett, SCLARC CEO Dexter A. Henderson, 1st time 
golfers and SCLARC employees Simmone Munn-Martin, Ericka Huerta,  and Victoria Waters. (Right Picture) 
FoS golf volunteer Erika Espinosa, FoS sponsor Ken Richard, and the 2016 FoS Golf Tournament 1st place 
winners. 2nd Row (Left Picture): SCLARC consumer Andy DaSilva being carried by his dad Herb DaSilva and 
his teammates. (Middle Picture): The hardworking FoS golf volunteers: Ericka Espinoza, Jazmin Sanchez, 
Rocio Duran, Maura McGinnis-Gibney, Silver Forman, and Crystal Smit taking a moment to smile for the camera 
(Right Picture): One of the new women’s golfing teams that played at the 2016 FoS Golf Tournament. 3rd Row: 
(Left Picture) SCLARC employee golfing team, Simmone Munn-Martin, Victoria Waters, Ericka Huerta and 
Peter Griego. (Middle Picture) FoS Board President Malcolm Bennett checking out the course by longtime FOS 
Tournament sponsor Ken Richard. (Right Picture) FoS Board President Malcolm Bennett and SCLARC CEO 
Dexter A. Henderson celebrating a successful FoS golf tournament at the awards dinner.  
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by maria figueroa 
community relations specialist 

    On Friday, September 23, 2016, Friends of SCLARC (FoS) celebrated its 12th anniversary golf 
tournament.  On this great day of fundraising and golf, FoS hosted 23 sponsors, 113 golfers, and 
190 dinner guests, and raised over $112,000 dollars. We were very excited to host over 10 women 
golfers at our tournament this year, a first for us. At this year’s golf tournament, FoS was honored 
to announce the inaugural Friends Service Award in honor of Friends of SCLARC’s current Board 
President, Malcolm Bennett, a long-time champion for the developmentally disabled community. 
Mr. Bennett has been an incredible friend and asset to FoS, who has provided guidance and 
support as the organization has embarked on various projects to support SCLARC consumers.  
    The awardees of the first Malcolm Bennett Service Award were none other than James Bradford 
and Sathara Bailey of Choices “R” Us, who is a SCLARC vendor and a dedicated supporter of 
FoS. This past winter, they organized a food and clothing drive to benefit SCLARC consumers 
residing at Seasons in Compton. They made sure to involve the consumers to whom they provide 
services in the drive, while teaching them the importance of giving back to the community. Friends 
of SCLARC is honored to call Choices “R” Us a friend.  
    Friends of SCLARC’s Board of Directors would like to thank its donors, community partners, 
volunteers, and friends for the commitment that they have made to its organization. The proceeds 
raised at the annual Friends of SCLARC Golf Tournament and Awards Dinner go on to provide 
emergency supports, housing, educational opportunities, and specialized medical services to 
SCLARC consumers and towards Friends of SCLARC’s programming needs. 
    We look forward to seeing you at next year’s tournament, which is slated for September 2017. If 
you would like further information on sponsorship opportunities, visit us at www.friendsofsclarc.org  

do you know about sclarc’s consumer advisory committee? 

South Central Los Angeles Regional Center’s 
Consumer Advisory Committee meetings are 

held on the fourth Monday of each month.  
During the holiday season, the 

November/December meetings may be held 
on the 3rd Monday of the month. 

 
WHERE: SCLARC 

2nd Floor 

2500 S. Western Avenue 

Los Angeles, CA  90018 
 

TIME: 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

 
For additional information, you may contact 

Desiree Boykin at (213) 743-3071. The CAC members are comprised of SCLARC consumers who 
identify topics that are important to the group.  The CAC also invites 
speakers to their meetings to address these topics. 

friends’ annual tournament … continued from Page 6 
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