


Early Start Eligibility Criteria

REASONS FOR CONCERN that your child or a child in your care may need special help

Infants and toddlers under 3 years of age 
may be eligible for early start services if : 

Thinking

Some of the following behaviors may be cause for 
concern in any child regardless of age:

They have an established risk condition of known
origin with a high probability of resulting in
delayed development

By age one, has difficulty finding an object after
seeing it hidden

By age two, does not point to body parts when
asked such questions as “Where’s your nose?”

They are considered at high risk of having a
substantial developmental disability due to a
combination of two or more of biomedical risk
factors. These include, but are not limited to,
prematurity or low birth weight, low Apgar 
scores, neonatal seizures, prenatal substance 
exposure, and assisted ventilation.

They have a documented developmental delay 
of at least 25% in one or more of the following 
areas:

Cognitive
Expressive Communication
Receptive Communication
Social / Emotional
Adaptive
Physical

Moving
Has stiff arms or legs

Hearing
Does not look where sounds or voices are 
coming from or react to loud noises

Talks in a very loud or very low voice, or voice 
has an unusual sound

Does not always respond when called from 
across a room even when it is for something that 
the child is usually interested in or likes

Turns body so that the same ear is always 
turned toward a sound

Vision
Closes one eye or tilts head when looking at an
object

Has difficulty following objects or looking at 
people when talked to

Usually holds books or objects very close to face 
or sits with face very close to television

Usually holds books or objects very close to face 
or sits with face very close to television

Has difficulty focusing or making eye contact

Communicating

By age three months, does not coo or smile
By age six months, does not babble to get 
attention

By age one, does not say words to name people 
or objects, such as “mama” or “bottle,” or shake 
head “no”
By age two, does not point to or name objects or
people to express wants or needs
By age two, does not use two-word phrases, 
such as “want juice” or “mama go”

By age one, does not respond differently to 
words such as “night night” or “ball”

Behaviors and Relationships

Avoids being held, does not like being touched
Resists being calmed, cannot be comforted
Avoids or rarely makes eye contact with others

By age one, does not play games, such as 
peek-a-boo or pat-a-cake or wave bye-bye
By age two, does not imitate parent or caregiver
doing everyday things, such as washing dishes,
cooking, or brushing teeth
Acts aggressively on a regular basis, hurts self or 
others

By age four months, does not coo or smile when
interacting with others

Next Steps

Pushes away or arches back when held close or 
cuddled
By age four months, does not hold head up
By age six months, does not roll over
By age one, does not sit up or creep using hands
and knees,does not pick up small objects with
finger and thumb
By age two, does not walk alone, has difficulty
holding large crayons and scribbling


